
  
McKenzie Elementary School wishes to recognize and acknowledge the Esquimalt and Songhees Nations, on 

whose traditional territories, we live, we learn, we play, and we do our work. 

 

Administrators’ Message: 
WOW!  Here we are heading into the final week of term 2 and preparing for spring break!   
 
A week from now, staff will be posting Learning Updates for Term 2.  These Learning Updates can be accessed via the Parent 
Connect link (see link below); this is the same place that parents and guardians access permission forms. The documents will 
be available on Friday, March 13th, you will be able to access your child’s term 2 reports using the same email address that you 
receive our newsletters:  https://parentconnect.sd61.bc.ca/Identity/Account/Login 
 
Our ‘Lost and Found’ box is beginning to OVERFLOW again with many warm jackets, sweaters, hats, gloves etc. Many of 
these items are likely needed for spring break.  Please be sure to check the box in the main hallway if your child is missing an 
essential item.  
 
We do have another bitter-sweet staffing announcement to make.  After +20 years of working full time in our school district, 
our amazing school secretary, Ms. Val Irwin, has decided to take a tentative step into the world of semi-retirement.  Ms. Val 
will be moving over to Braefoot Elementary after spring break into a part-time position; her last day at McKenzie will be next 
Friday, March 13th.  We will miss her wealth of information, never ending supply of patience and vast organizational skills in 
our school.  If you have a moment over the next week, please be sure to drop by and wish her well on her new adventure!  
Ms. Carmen & Mrs. Beattie 
 

Mark your calendar:    
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Mar. 9 
Jump Rope for 
Heart 
 
PAC Event: Helping 
Kids Build Healthy 
Friendships @ 7pm 
(see page 4) 

Mar. 10 
 

Mar. 11 
Div. 7 & 8 
Observatory 
fieldtrip 

Mar. 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
StrongStart Closed 

Mar. 13 
PAC Hot Lunch  
(pizza & sushi) 
 
Learning Updates are 
available for viewing 
 
StrongStart Closed 

UPCOMING DATES TO NOTE:  
Mar. 13th – PAC Hot Lunch & Learning Updates “Live” 
Mar. 16th- 27th – Spring Break (no school) 
Mar. 30th – School reopens after Spring Break 
Apr. 2nd – Autism Assembly 
Apr. 3rd – Good Friday (no school) 
Apr. 6th – Easter Monday (no school) 
 
 
 
 
   

      March 2026 – Black History Month 
GVSD#61 Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Calendar 
8 – International Women’s Day 
17 - St. Patrick’s Day 
19/20 – Eid al-Fitr 
20 – March Equinox 
21 – International Day of the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 
21 – World Down Syndrome Day 
31 – Indigenous Languages Day 
31 – Transgender Day of Visibility 

 
 

Friday, March 6, 2026 

2025-26 SCHOOL GROWTH PLAN FOR MCKENZIE SCHOOL: 
 
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING GOAL: As a staff and community, we will provide students with opportunities 
to improve or increase their sense of belonging at school. 
 
LITERACY GOAL: To improve writing through more explicit, tactile, and oral language pre- writing 
strategies. 
 

https://parentconnect.sd61.bc.ca/Identity/Account/Login


Please look in the next newsletter for total funds donated* 

 

 

                                                       
Thank you to all the families who donated baked goods and to everyone who came out to support                                  

our bake sale. Together our community raised $2512.05. 

We are so thankful for this amazing community and for everyone who contributed to making our fundraiser a 
success. 

With gratitude, 
The McKenzie Basketball Team 

 

 
 
 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART ON MARCH 9th  
Our school is excited to participate in Jump Rope for Heart this year! Students will discover fun 

ways to get active, practice healthy habits and learn about helping others while raising money to 
beat heart and stroke. Students will join more than 850,000 kids moving to a healthier future 

each year across Canada. Plus, their fundraising will help save lives and beat heart disease and 
stroke. Click on the link below, register your student under McKenzie Elementary School – 

Victoria, and spread the word.  

                                             Jump Rope for Heart Fundraiser Link 

 

https://jumpropeforheart.crowdchange.ca/114613


 

 
 

Don’t forget to change your clocks on 
Sunday March 8th 

 

  
Special Food Day 

Next Friday, March 13 is our next special food day for Pizza and Sushi. 
Order deadline is Sunday, March 8th 

 
 

To order, visit www.mckenzie.hotlunches.net 
 

Questions?  mckenziehotlunch@gmail.com 
 

Feb 17-March 19 
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic 

calendar.  It is observed by Muslims worldwide 
as a month of fasting (sawm), prayer (salah), 

reflection, and community. 

 
Please remember to send your 

children dressed for the weather. 
Spring showers have started, the 
school grounds are wet, and our 

students go outside to play for recess 
and lunch time no matter the weather. 

http://www.mckenzie.hotlunches.net/
mailto:mckenziehotlunch@gmail.com


 

As a parent you are a member of the PAC 
Join us for the next PAC meeting and have a say in our school. 

March 11th at 6:30pm in the library 
PAC meeting agenda 

1. Healthy schools co-ordinator 
2. Admin update 

3. Treasurer’s update and budget items to vote on 
4. Events - family photo sessions and spring dance 

5. Fundraising - Purdy’s Easter Chocolates 
6. Big projects - GAGA ball pit final approval 

7. Parent Education update 
8. PAC promotion - new members’ welcome! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mental Health Resources available for families 
 
ERASE Parent Sessions:  Establishing Safe, Caring, & Respectful Digital Communities: 
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-
cyberbullying-and-
sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source= 
 
Establishing Family Practices for Safeguarding Against Cyberbullying and Sextortion: 
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-
cyberbullying-and-
sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source= 
 
Family Smart presentations coming up: 
https://keltymentalhealth.ca/event/2026/03/parenting-when-anxiety-shows-
anger?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=#:~:text=March%201
1%2C%202026 
 

 
 

https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-cyberbullying-and-sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-cyberbullying-and-sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-cyberbullying-and-sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-cyberbullying-and-sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-cyberbullying-and-sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-establishing-family-practices-for-safeguarding-against-cyberbullying-and-sextortion?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
https://keltymentalhealth.ca/event/2026/03/parenting-when-anxiety-shows-anger?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=#:%7E:text=March%2011%2C%202026
https://keltymentalhealth.ca/event/2026/03/parenting-when-anxiety-shows-anger?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=#:%7E:text=March%2011%2C%202026
https://keltymentalhealth.ca/event/2026/03/parenting-when-anxiety-shows-anger?utm_campaign=March2026CounsellorNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=#:%7E:text=March%2011%2C%202026
https://keltymentalhealth.ca/event/2026/03/self-harm-there-always-help-there-always-hope?utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Kelty-Centre-Newsletter---February-2026
https://keltymentalhealth.ca/event/2026/03/self-harm-there-always-help-there-always-hope?utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Kelty-Centre-Newsletter---February-2026
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